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WE HAVE NOT CEASED 
TO PRAY FOR YOU, 
ASKING THAT YOU MAY 
BE FILLED WITH THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF HIS 
WILL IN ALL SPIRITUAL 
WISDOM AND UNDER- 
STANDING,  SO AS TO 
WALK IN A MANNER 
WORTHY OF THE LORD, 
FULLY PLEASING TO HIM, 
BEARING FRUIT IN EVERY 
GOOD WORK AND 
INCREASING IN THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. 
colossians 1:9-10
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THE PRINCIPAL’S INVITATION

First, learn more about the purpose of your life.

The opening chapter of the Bible begins with 
creation and its closing chapter ends with 
new creation. In between, we are given the 
story of Israel which, after many twists and 
turns, culminates in the promised Saviour. 
Jesus is the ‘shocking’ Messiah no-one 
expects: a crucified man who is also creator, 
judge and resurrected Lord of both Jews and 
Gentiles, before whom every knee will bow 
(Phil 2:10).

Too often we reduce this story down to our 
personal salvation. While this is wonderfully 
true for every believer a better question to 
ask is ‘how does the story of my life fit within 
God’s greater agenda of redemption of the 
world?’ The more you read the Bible this way, 
the more you will see how your life has a
deep and amazing significance within God’s
purposes. That’s an exciting thing to see a
student really ‘get’ because you never know 
where it will lead.

WHAT DIFFERENCE WOULD GOING TO  BIBLE 
COLLEGE ACTUALLY MAKE IN YOUR  LIFE? 
LET ME SHARE THREE THEMES  THAT I HOPE 
AND WORK AND PRAY TO  SEE DEVELOP IN 
THE LIVES OF STUDENTS  AT THE COLLEGE.

Second, join with others within the mission 
of God.

Understanding the Bible this way connects 
your individual faith with the mission of the 
church. Christians aren’t individuals in charge 
of their own private lives. Each one of us has 
an invitation, by God’s grace, to join in with 
others in God’s redemptive work in the world! 
How many job offers like that do  you get in  
a lifetime?

This is where Belfast Bible College comes in. 
Good theological training helps to serve the 
mission of the Church. Going to Bible College 
is not therefore only about your academic 
progress or qualification. The overall goal is 
to help to equip and train you for ministry: 
whether to preach, teach, do pastoral care, 
evangelism, lead, listen; and model a life of 
service to Jesus alongside other brothers and 
sisters within the family of God, wherever 
exactly God has called you (Eph. 4:11-13).

Third, be transformed by the Spirit to love 
God and love others. 

A third theme is how God’s primary agenda 
for students, and for every Christian, is 
personal transformation into the likeness  
of His Son (Rom. 8:29; 2 Cor.3:18). Love is 
both the motive and the practical form of a 
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truly Christian life. Love is most supremely 
demonstrated at the cross of Christ and gives 
shape to all Christian ministry (1 Cor. 9).

So love is the first and most essential 
‘mark’ of authentic Christian ministry. It is 
why ‘character’ or ‘Christian maturity’ is in 
Scripture the primary ‘qualification’ for any 
ministry. This is why the programmes at 
Belfast Bible College unashamedly place a 
high importance on Christian character as 
integral to Christian training.

Understanding the Bible; knowing your 
true identity and calling; joining with others 
in serving the risen Lord; participating in 
God’s mission to redeem this broken world 
whatever the cost; being transformed to love 
God and love others – this is what going to 
Bible College is all about.

It’s a risky, exciting and dangerous journey  
–  might God be daring you to give it a try?

PATRICK MITCHEL
Principal of Belfast Bible College
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LIFE IS FULL OF CHOICES, AND WHEN 
IT COMES TO STUDY YOU COULD BE 
OVERWHELMED BY THE POSSIBILITIES 
AVAILABLE TO YOU. SO WHY SHOULD YOU 
CONSIDER STUDYING AT A BIBLE COLLEGE 
ON THE EDGE OF BELFAST?

a distinctively christian education

Christians are called to love God with all of 
our heart, mind, soul and strength. Christian 
teaching and training therefore includes 
academic excellence but does not stop there. 
At Belfast Bible College we unashamedly also 
place emphasis on the character and personal 
qualities required for Christian ministry.

first-rate teaching

Our lecturers are experienced and exceptionally 
well-qualified men and women drawn from 
diverse cultures and backgrounds.

But more than this, they are all passionate 
about God and have an active missional faith 
that resonates through their teaching and in 
their relationships with students.

focus on each student

The College has consistently been commended 
for its exceptional care for and support of 
students, both personal and educational. You 
have God-given gifts and talents which we 
want to help nurture and develop to the point 
where you have the confidence, maturity and 
skills to make an impact for God in the world.

a global mission-focused community

From its beginning the College has had a strong 
focus on global mission. Our community is 
drawn from over 20 different countries and 
numerous denominations and churches. This 
adds a wonderful richness to the College 
experience. As well as working hard, we  
have a lot of fun together! You will make 
friendships that last a lifetime.

strong links with churches, mission 
agencies & para-church organisations

Belfast Bible College is part of the whole 
community of God’s people globally. Through 
student placements, visiting speakers and 
involvement in Mission Agencies Partnership, 
we help our students develop a vision of our 
oneness in Christ. We also offer continued 
training for people already in mission and 
ministry and value partnerships with churches 
and agencies.
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first class facilities

The college campus is located in Dunmurry, 
on the edge of Belfast. There is easy access 
from anywhere in Northern Ireland. Set in a 
beautiful secluded location, it allows space to 
have time with God before classes even begin.
 
We have invested in some wonderful study 
facilities, which give you space to focus on 
learning more about God. These include a 
beautiful well-equipped library with helpful 
and professional staff, a student computer 
room and various study areas.

learning that will last a lifetime

There is so much that you will learn at the 
College that it is impossible to summarise in 
a sentence or two! Some key things include 
skills in Bible exegesis, interpretation and 
application, communication, both written and 
oral, personal responsibility for your own 
learning and spiritual development, a deeper 
ability to integrate faith with everyday life, a 
clearer sense of your own gifting and calling, 
a passion for mission and the vital place of 
love in the Christian life: for God and for others.

study options to suit you

There are a surprising number of study options  
at Belfast Bible College as we seek to serve a 
wide variety of students.

Many students study for a degree in theology 
(part-time or full-time) and others take 
various post-graduate options right up to PhD. 
You can also take individual modules and / or 
specific short courses, such as Pastoral Care. 
We also have Evening Classes on Tuesdays 
and our Women’s Study Fellowship on 
Monday mornings.
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FORMATION

At Belfast Bible College we 
learn in many different ways. 
In addition to excellent 
academic teaching, students 
find that informal
conversations, inter-cultural
encounters and opportunities 
to discuss the big questions 
of how we can respond to the 
challenges of an ever- 
changing and increasingly
secular world, all contribute 
to personal formation and 
spiritual development.

LEADING

Experience in leadership is 
a key part of development 
for ministry. Participating in 
education decision-making
processes, taking 
responsibility for music, 
drama or IT, hosting a 
seminar and leading an 
evangelism team are just 
some of the many ways 
students are encouraged  
to explore and expand their 
gifts. We also have a peer-
elected Student Committee 
which runs events 
throughout the year,
including an off-campus 
residential experience during 
the first week of each year, 
as well as praise, worship 
and prayer evenings, sports 
days, a Christmas party,
international lunch, the 
annual College formal and 
even a ‘BBC’s Got Talent’ 
show!

FAITH

Staff and students meet to 
worship in the college chapel 
on a weekly basis. Students 
are encouraged to participate 
in creative ways through
music, art, poetry, drama 
and media. Faculty members 
as well as external guest 
speakers lead us in
reflection on God’s Word 
week by week. There are 
various opportunities to 
meet together for prayer 
throughout the week, as well
as focused times of 24/7 
prayer during the year.
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‘LIFE TOGETHER’

When we come to the College 
we don’t join a community, 
we are part of creating a 
community and therefore 
every student and member 
of staff  has a part to play. 
Being a community of Christ 
means that we share our 
lives and our learning with 
one another. Every student 
and member of staff is 
assigned to one of our small 
groups – ‘Connect Groups’ – 
which meet for an hour each 
week. This is an opportunity 
to build relationships, share
experiences, good and bad, 
and participate in mutual 
support and encouragement. 
Strong relationships are at 
the core of a healthy learning 
community.

ACTION

We believe that Christian 
ministry and leadership 
takes shape in humility and 
service. Part of Jesus’
preparation of his followers 
for the mission ahead was to 
teach them to do the small 
things faithfully, and so each 
week, students are asked to
do a simple practical task 
to help with the smooth 
running of the College.

SUPPORT

Our College ethos means 
that we all care for one 
another as brothers and 
sisters in Christ, but 
additional support is 
available should a student 
choose to avail themselves 
of it. This can be provided 
through staff Connect Group 
Leaders or through the 
college Pastoral Care Team. 
Students may call in to the 
Pastoral Office for prayer 
and a listening ear on an ad 
hoc basis; alternatively, a 
period of regular pastoral 
care with a member of the 
Pastoral Care Team may be 
arranged.

prospectus 2016



TIM BURNS

The eight years that I spent working in Swords, Co. Dublin were incredible. It is time littered 
with some success and many failures, where not only did I learn and develop as a youth pastor,
but was challenged, encouraged and personally broken through the people I met and the God 
that I encountered, who deeply loves me and meets me at the end of my rope. What of Belfast
Bible College is in this? Well, there are many things - I learnt how to read the Bible and 
understand it in ways that I never had before, and to share that understanding with young 
people; I made friends that I still have today; and I learnt that there is nothing new under the 
sun, but for each context we must be willing to adjust and innovate without losing sight of the 
God who loves us so much he died for us.

COSMIN PASCAU

Working as a Friends International member in Belfast, together with many local churches  
and the Christian Union at Queen’s, we have welcomed and invested in more than 10,000
international students during the past four years. The preparation that I have undertaken at 
Belfast Bible College has equipped me to serve God and His people.

REBEKAH JOHANSON

I took the plunge and set up my own online boutique and fashion label called Lines & Current. 
At the core of the brand is a message of keeping things simple and following the flow and
generosity of the Spirit. I love working in this industry and the opportunities it has opened up  
to meet people and financially support some amazing charities. My journey at the College has
definitely been an integral part of the journey of my life so far and this foundation has grounded 
me in a deep faith and spirituality that I tap into everyday.

UK & IRELAND

prospectus 2016



10/11

To read more from these stories go to: belfastbiblecollege.com/stories

RICK HILL

Since I graduated from the College, I have had the privilege of seeing God at work in a variety of 
ways: firstly as a Schools’ Worker for Scripture Union NI for the first 5 years, and latterly as a
Youth Worker in Carnmoney Presbyterian Church. While I’ve learnt and grown much through 
these ministries, I realise that my time at College provided me with a vital launch pad into this 
work. The teaching gave me the tools I needed to read and study the Bible. The devotional 
input lifted my heart. The community helped shape my character. The examples of ministry 
influenced my practice.

IAN BINGHAM

As a secondary school teacher, I have been able to put the skills that I acquired in Belfast Bible 
College into practice in my own classroom. Studying evening classes in the College has
enabled me to take my students deeper into the Bible as I have passed on some of the things 
that I have been taught. I have been able to incorporate much of what I studied into my lessons 
and it has greatly helped my students as they try to grasp some of the most difficult passages 
in the Bible.

JULIE LI

My journey of studying at Belfast Bible College was unbelievable! I enjoyed the fellowship 
with the Christian ladies at Women’s Study Fellowship and the loving staff there. The subjects 
offered by WSF were both practical and intellectual, equipping me to serve at the church I am 
involved in, in many different ways. This year has been a challenging and fruitful year! One of
the great joys was to see eleven believers baptised in April. I am now giving baptismal classes 
to eight brothers and sisters who would like to be prepared to get baptised this October.
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MATIAS & SUSAN VALLVE

God called Abraham on a journey with a final destination, but with many stops in between. 
Likewise, God has taken us, as a couple (originally from Chile) and as a family, through 
many places in order to journey towards our final destination in which we are now planting a 
Vineyard Church in Portugal. One of the main stops in our journey was Belfast Bible College, 
which played a fundamental part in equipping us for ministry and building community. We are 
so looking forward to continuing this journey towards our ultimate destination, God himself, 
while we seek to invite those we meet along the road into a life with Jesus and we expect to  
see the power of the Holy Spirit transforming lives.

PETER OPOLO

My journey with ITEAMS ministry in Kenya for the last 14 years has been full of exciting and 
challenging times. Some exciting times include: witnessing young people receiving Christ as 
Saviour and seeing their continued hunger for God’s word; being rooted and established in the 
word; experiencing God’s miraculous provision for the ministry and personal support, thus 
building my faith over the years. I thank God for the College because that’s where I was taught 
the skills in leadership and youth work, and above all, how to be a missionary.

ADELINE MCCARTNEY

During the past three years I have worked alongside national-led partner organisations in 
Bénin, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana. I equip our partners to manage well projects and
carry out hygiene and well maintenance, teaching in needy rural villages. The teaching integrates 
the gospel with good development principles. I’m thankful for the experience at Belfast Bible 
College that helped equip me for overseas mission; the challenges and joys of the crosscultural 
community; the fantastic opportunity to address wrong thinking about God in Pastoral Care 
sessions and the studies in Discipleship and Theological Reflection.

RUTH-ANNE ARNEILL

Since leaving the College, I have completed a PGCE at Queen’s University Belfast, taught R.E.  
in a secondary school in Lisburn and have gone to the Middle East to work with Syrian refugees 
about one hour from the Syrian border. College definitely prepared me for the opportunities 
God gave me to share with Syrians who had lost everything: their homes, family members, jobs 
and their identity. The thing that makes my time at Belfast Bible College stand out was being 
prepared practically for mission, through placements at home and away. These experiences 
deepened my passion to serve and affirmed God’s calling on my life.

THE WORLD
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To read more from these stories go to: belfastbiblecollege.com/stories

JENNIFER LOVE

I have been working with groups of Nigerian Bible Translators, usually from rural backgrounds, 
but they have struggled to combine their everyday work with the academic work of translation. 
They said their farmers’ fingers were too wide to use the small buttons of a computer keyboard! 
They lacked energy and commitment. But the process of translating God’s Word into their own 
heart language has changed them. For the first time, they are understanding what God is saying 
in the Bible. I love this work, but living in northern Nigeria long-term can take its toll. One of 
the College enduring legacies to me has been a prayer group of girls, now dispersed all over the 
world. These girls always love, never judge, profoundly challenge, commit to actually pray for 
situations and

MARKUS & ANNIE LAURINKARI

We found the College to be a place where we were able to be equipped but also where we 
could grow in a community. During our studies we did a placement with OMF in Taiwan which
opened our eyes to the need to share the Gospel among the working class people of Taiwan 
and we have been working there for the last 4 years. We work in a church-planting team, 
seeking to evangelise, disciple and mobilise Taiwan’s working class peoples through pioneering 
ministries and partnership with local Christians. Studying at the College gave us a foundation 
on which we have been able to build and learn more about how to work cross-culturally.

WILL HERON

My wife Bridget and I had decided to join some friends in N Ireland who had started up a band 
called Rend Collective Experiment. For the next three years we travelled with Rend Collective - 
leading, writing, learning and laughing! God opened up doors to tour in the USA with artists like 
Chris Tomlin, Mercyme and Tenth Ave North as well as many gigs in and around Europe. One  
of the privileges of traveling so much was the opportunity to visit many different churches and
venues, meeting people from all different denominations and backgrounds. In many ways, 
the multi cultural/interdenominational environment at BBC prepared me for this opportunity, 
instilling in me an appreciation for other cultures and for the global church. In early 2013, 
I accepted a job offer to be the worship director at a church (Holy Trinity Church) in McLean, 
Virginia, USA. Since then I’ve been involved in growing, teaching and pastoring the worship
team here as well as writing songs for the church community.

prospectus 2016



DR JACOB THOMAS
Lecturer in Missiology

As a ‘pilgrim on a journey’,
Jacob is excited about people
and what God does in their  
lives across cultures.

DR JILL HARSHAW
Lecturer in Practical Theology

Jill is passionate about seeing 
students grow in their love for  
God and for others. She definitely 
likes the idea of working out at  
the gym…

DR PAUL COULTER
Lecturer in Practical Theology & Missiology

As teacher, blogger, podcaster, preacher, networker and father, Paul’s 
passion is to promote love for God, unity in Christ and faithful service  
in the Spirit’s power.THE LECTURERS

DR CYNTHIA BENNETT BROWN
Lecturer in Systematic Theology

Cindy is originally from the United 
States, though since 1995 she has 
worked and studied in France, 
Canada, and Northern Ireland.

DR CHARLIE HADJIEV
Lecturer in Old Testament

Charlie is originally from Bulgaria. 
He loves to teach and write about 
the Bible, especially the Old 
Testament. Some of his other 
passions include science fiction, 
fantasy books and movies.
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DR WILLIAM FORD
Lecturer in Old Testament

William’s goal is explaining how to 
understand difficult Old Testament 
passages as part of Scripture. He also 
believes in dressing up as part of his 
teaching.

Patrick has returned North after 25 years involvement in 
church planting (Maynooth Community Church) and theological 
education (Irish Bible Institute) in the Republic of Ireland. He 
loves doing include hiking, blogging, family camping, road 
trips, and golf – at which he is known to be rather competitive!

DR J N IAN DICKSON
Director, Centre for Disability
Theology & Ministry

As a teacher, speaker and writer, 
Ian is passionate about breaking 
new ground and seeing what God 
grows! Ask him about the organic 
farmer…

DR KAREN FULTON
Lecturer in New Testament 

Karen thinks that studying the Bible (especially the New 
Testament) is great fun and would like to time travel – 
preferably back to the 1st Century to see what it was really like.

DR PATRICK MITCHEL
Principal & Lecturer in
Systematics & Practical Theology
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LIBRARY
We have an extensive 
collection of books, 
journals and electronic 
resources on a wide variety 
of topics, along with 
excellent study areas.

CLASSROOMS
There are seven classrooms 
across the campus, each  
with different sizes, shapes 
and facilities.

WORSHIP CENTRE
The hub of the community 
where we join together 
throughout the week for 
corporate times of prayer 
and worship.

just on the edge  
of belfast, situated  
in beautiful green 
surroundings, our  
college offers a 
community conducive  
to learning more  
about god. there is  
space to find quiet  
times with god, but  
you are never far  
from other students 
for some stimulating 
conversations or  
impromptu times  
of worship.

THIS IS 
BELFAST 
BIBLE 
COLLEGE

COMPUTER ROOM
A computer study area with 
wifi and printing facilities.
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RIVERSIDE HOUSE
Catered accommodation  
and Lounge area.

GLENBURN HOUSE
The main house where 
you will find some 
classrooms, staff offices 
and our reception.

WELLESLEY HOUSE
Self-catered accommodation 
and apartments.

STUDENT REC ROOM
We have recreational areas 
for everyone to relax and 
enjoy the company of 
other students.

16/17
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SO SINGS FRODO BAGGINS AS HE LEAVES 
THE SAFETY OF THE SHIRE FOR THE WILDS
BEYOND. THE HOBBIT LEAVES HIS
COMFORTABLE EXISTENCE AND FINDS 
HIMSELF CAUGHT UP IN A STORY MUCH 
BIGGER AND FAR MORE SIGNIFICANT 
THAN HE COULD HAVE IMAGINED.

The first human journeys in the Bible are away 
from God’s presence and blessings: Adam and 
Eve driven from Eden; Cain wandering restlessly 
under sin’s curse; the masses halting their east-  
ward migration at Babel only to be scattered. 
Then the story takes a dramatic turn with 
Abraham’s calling to leave his home and 
journey towards a God-ordained destination 
so that blessing could come to all peoples 
(Genesis 12:1-3). Abraham’s nomadic life, 
trusting in God’s promises and longing for a 
heavenly city (Hebrews 11:16), would inspire 
Israel even when they finally reached the 
Promised Land. There they made the strange 
confession: “My father was a wandering 
Aramean” (Deuteronomy 26:5).

As Israel settled down in the land, they forgot 
that their ultimate goal was not self-contented 
comfort, but to bring God’s blessing to the 

world. Proverbs and Psalms warned individual
Israelites against following ways that seemed 
right but led to destruction and urged them to 
walk in the paths of righteousness. As they 
wandered ever further from God’s promises, 
prophets called them to practise justice and
mercy as they walked humbly with God, but 
they would not listen. Their painful journey 
into exile was God’s way of purifying a remnant 
who would return to the land as a humble
testimony to God’s faithfulness.

Centuries later a homeless rabbi challenged 
his hearers to set out upon the narrow road to 
life (Matthew 7:13-14). As Jesus, the fulfilment 
of God’s promises to Abraham, made His own 
relentless journey towards the cross, He called 
for disciples who would deny themselves and 
follow Him. Through His death for our sins 
and His resurrection, Jesus opened a new and 
living way to come near to God (Hebrews 
10:20) and, as the pioneer and perfecter of our 
faith, He is also our great example on whom 
we fix our eyes (Hebrews 12:1-2). In Him, life 
is transformed from a senseless struggle into a 
purposeful pilgrimage. When we experience 
the frequent temptation to a life of settled 
complacency, perhaps we should confess 
“My Saviour was a wandering Galilean”!
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Frodo’s song ends with the words, “And whither 
then? I cannot say.” Could Belfast Bible College 
be a step in God’s journey for your life? We 
equip God’s pilgrim people for service in all of 
life by grounding them in God’s purposes 
through a deep understanding of Scripture,  
by encouraging radical transformation towards 
Christ’s likeness, and by sending them out in 
the Spirit’s power equipped with skills for 
service. Whether or not your journey leads 
this way, though, remember that your ultimate
destination is glorious and take courage that 
in Christ your life is part of a story much bigger 
and far more significant than you can imagine.

PAUL COULTER
Lecturer in Practical Theology & Missiology

18/19
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THEOLOGY IS EVER RELEVANT IN OUR
CHANGING WORLD. NOT ONLY DOES IT
INFLUENCE THE SHAPING OF SOCIETIES  
AND CULTURES, BUT STUDYING IT ALSO 
GIVES YOU A GREATER KNOWLEDGE OF  
YOUR OWN IDENTITY AND DEEPENS YOUR 
FAITH. THIS COURSE IS SUITABLE FOR A 
WIDE VARIETY OF PEOPLE; WHETHER YOU 
ARE LOOKING TO ENTER INTO CHRISTIAN 
MINISTRY AND MISSION OR FOR YOUR 
PERSONAL FORMATION AND DISCIPLESHIP.

Our undergraduate courses start by revealing  
a deeper understanding of the Bible and then 
using this knowledge to apply biblical truths  
to many relevant issues facing Christianity  
and the church today.

Students not only undertake placements in 
Christian ministries, but also reflect upon their 
experience and what they learned from working 
alongside knowledgeable ministry leaders.

In the Diploma and Degree courses there are 
three pathways to help students focus on 
specific areas. These are Bible, Ministry and 
Mission; they allow the student either to focus 
on a particular speciality or gain a knowledge 
on a broad range of issues.

FLEXIBILITY

Our undergraduate programme is designed to 
allow students flexibility to study towards a 
higher education qualification in a range of ways.

The courses overlap so the 3 month Ucert is 
composed of the same classes as those taken 
in the first semester of the Cert HE, Dip HE 
and Degree Courses. This means that you can 
come back and complete the second semester
of first year and graduate with a Cert HE. 
Complete another year and you will receive 
the Dip HE; and after successful completion of 
a third year of study you will achieve the BA 
(Hons) Degree.

study part time or full time.

move from one undergraduate course  
to another including to the degree.

graduate with a ucert, cert he or dip he 
and recommence at a later date to work 
towards the ba degree.

potential to transfer from another 
theological college or university.

prior learning and experience taken into 
consideration for entry for mature 
students.
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AIMS

The BA (Hons) in Theology is designed to equip men and women 
for Christian life and ministry, whether this is in church, mission 
or the marketplace. 

DEGREE

University validated courses at 
Belfast Bible College have been 
Quality Assured by QAA.

This course is delivered in partnership 
with the University of Cumbria. The 
teaching is designed and delivered 
by the Bible College lecturers while 
the course is validated by the 
University of Cumbria to ensure it 
is of an appropriately high standard. 
www.cumbria.ac.uk

HOW THE COURSE WORKS

The course combines biblical and theological study with a focus 
on ministry and mission. It links academic study with practical 
learning, including placements. It is underpinned by discipleship 
and spiritual formation throughout the course.

START DATE
September 2016

COSTS
£4,340 per year for full time 
(plus UOC enrolment fee of 
£300)*

DURATION
3 years full time / 6 years  
part time

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
160 UCAS points, typically A2 
CC, plus 2 GCSE’s at Grade 
C or higher to include English 
Language (or equivalent)

COURSE  COMPOSITION
Around 9 hours per week 
teaching and 25 to 30 hours 
per week reading, study, 
placement and community 
participation.

*indicative fees, these are subject  
to confirmation, please see website  

For more information on all  
undergraduate courses see  
belfastbiblecollege.com

PLACEMENTS

A central part of this course 
is the placement in each year. 
In the Reflective Practice from 
Ministry modules throughout 
the course, you will do weekly 
placements and a month long 
intensive placement. In these 
you get to ‘work’ in local or 
global Christian ministries 
and churches which help you 
to take what you learn in the 
classroom into the real world.

20/21
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YEAR ONE
The first year lays a 
foundation of theological 
knowledge and skills:

Introduction to the Old & New 
Testaments & Interpretation

Personal Development, 
Discipleship, Study Skills  
& Communication

Gospel, Evangelism & Church 
in Contemporary Contexts

Weekly Placement

Foundations for Contemporary
Mission

Pastoral Care

Thinking Theologically

YEAR TWO
The second year builds on 
this with further core subjects:

Biblical Interpretation

Christian Doctrine

The History of Christian Faith

It also allows you to choose 
modules within the three 
main areas of Bible,
Ministry and Mission

Using the Bible in Ministry

Introduction to NT Greek

Mission in Context & Culture

History of Mission

Children’s Ministry

Church in Practice

YEAR THREE
The third year offers a variety 
of optional modules in the 
three main areas and wider 
afield, including the opportunity 
to do research on an area of 
particular interest or relevance 
to you. Some of the optional 
modules are:

Pentateuch

The Gospels

Field Trip to Bible Lands

Ethics

World Religions

Leadership

Preaching

Apologetics

Disability Theology & Ministry

Youth Ministry

Christian Worship

Reconciliation Studies
(Not all optional modules 
will be offered each year and 
are subject to there being 
sufficient students interested 
in taking the module.)

THE COURSE
STRUCTURE
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SEMESTER 1 SEMESTER 2

YR 1

YR 2

YR 3

UCERT
CERT HE

DIP HE

BA (HONS)
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UNDERGRADUATE

These courses are delivered in 
partnership with and validated by 
the University of Cumbria. 

CERT HE
1 year foundation for theological study

This course is designed for those who want to get a foundation 
for theological study. The first semester is the same as the 
Ucert but the second semester builds a broader set of skills 
and knowledge. At the end of this year of study, you should 
have the confidence to understand and interpret the Bible.

Introduction to the Old & New Testaments & Interpretation

Personal Development, Discipleship, Study Skills & 
Communication

Gospel, Evangelism & Church in Contemporary Contexts

Weekly Placement

Foundations for Contemporary Mission

Pastoral Care

Thinking Theologically

START DATE
September 2016

COSTS
£4,340 per year for full time  
(plus UOC enrolment fee of 
£300).*

DURATION
1 year full time / 2 years  
part time 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
160 UCAS points, typically A2 
CC, plus 2 GCSE’s at Grade 
C or higher to include English 
Language (or equivalent)

COURSE  COMPOSITION
Around 9 hours per week 
teaching and 25 to 30 hours 
per week reading, study, 
placement and community 
participation.

*indicative fees, these are subject  
to confirmation, please see website 
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UCERT
3 month introduction to theological study

This course is ideal for those who have three months and 
would like a taste of what it means to study theology. Your 
modules will give you a chance to study a range of different 
subjects and get exposure to some of the skills needed for 
theological study.

Introduction to the Old Testament & Interpretation

Personal Development, Discipleship and Study Skills

Gospel, Evangelism & Church in Contemporary Contexts

Pastoral Care

Weekly Placement

START DATE
September 2016

COSTS
£2,170* (plus UOC enrolment 
fee of £300).*

DURATION
3 months full time 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
160 UCAS points, typically A2 
CC, plus 2 GCSE’s at Grade 
C or higher to include English 
Language (or equivalent)

COURSE  COMPOSITION
Around 9 hours per week 
teaching and 25 to 30 hours 
per week reading, study, 
placement and community 
participation.

DIP HE
2 year development of theological study

This course allows you to develop your theological studies. In 
both years the focus is on Bible, Ministry and Mission, alongside 
personal development (including weekly placements). It starts 
with a foundation in the first year (see Cert HE) and then allows 
more specialisation through the optional modules in the second 
year, as well as introductions to Christian doctrine and church 
history. Optional modules include:

Using the Bible in Ministry

Mission in Context & Culture

Children’s Ministry

Church in Practice

START DATE
September 2016

COSTS
£4,340 per year for full time*
(plus UOC enrolment fee of 
£300).*

DURATION
2 years full time / 4 years  
part time 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
160 UCAS points, typically A2 
CC, plus 2 GCSE’s at Grade 
C or higher to include English 
Language (or equivalent)

COURSE  COMPOSITION
Around 9 hours per week 
teaching and 25 to 30 hours 
per week reading, study,  
placement and community
participation. 

For more information on all  
undergraduate courses see  
belfastbiblecollege.com
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GRADUATE DIPLOMA

If you want to cover a range of theological topics and gain a 
breadth of understanding about the Bible, Church History, 
Christian thought, and investigate many contemporary religious 
issues, then this course is of interest to you. The skills and 
knowledge acquired on this course equip you to serve in 
Christian ministry and leadership, but successful completion 
also allows you to progress into further academic theological 
study at Masters level.

The Graduate Diploma can be studied intensively in one year  
or part-time over two years and is suitable for anyone with an
undergraduate degree other than theology.

MODE OF STUDY
One year full-time
Two year’s part-time

COSTS
£3,225 (plus QUB enrolment 
fee of £400).*

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
An honours degree from a
recognised university, at 2.1 
level, in a subject other than 
Theology.

COURSE  COMPOSITION
9 hours per week of lectures, 
plus personal reading, study 
and community participation.

*indicative fees, these are subject  
to confirmation, please see website  

Postgraduate study is taught at the 
College, but is awarded by Queen’s 
University Belfast (QUB). Belfast 
Bible College is a constituent 
college of the Institute of Theology 
at QUB which is a Russell Group 
university and recognised centre 
for the study of Theology in the UK. 
www.qub.ac.uk

IF YOU ALREADY HAVE  
A DEGREE AND YOU WANT 
TO TAKE AN INTENSIVE 
YEAR TO STUDY THE BIBLE 
AND LEARN MORE ABOUT 
CHRISTIAN MINISTRY,  
THEN THIS COURSE IS 
PERFECT FOR YOU.

For more information on all  
undergraduate courses see  
belfastbiblecollege.com
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MASTER OF THEOLOGY

Do you want to know more and think more about theological 
issues, to go deeper into a specific subject and really get to 
grips with the intricacies and nuances of that area? The MTh 
from Queen’s University studied at Belfast Bible College will 
equip you to think theologically about the world around you 
and to be able to speak with insight on a range of contemporary 
biblical issues. This course is excellent preparation for working 
in a range of ministry situations.

The MTh is a taught course (with dissertation) that stands 
alone as excellent training in theological thinking and writing. 
It is ideally suited to those who place a high value on independent 
study and it can be used as preparation for a PhD with Queen’s 
University. The MTh allows students to work towards a high 
level qualification from a well recognised university, leaving 
them well placed to pursue further postgraduate research or 
to enter into a range of ministry and professional situations. 
This course is also ideal for those who are working in Christian 
ministry and seek to undertake study for development and 
refreshment. We welcome conversations in any area of biblical, 
practical or systematic theology.

Specific subjects include, but are not limited to:

OT prophetic texts

Pentateuch

Paul

Gospels

Cross-cultural mission

Discipleship

Preaching

Pastoral Care

Theological Education

Theology and Intellectual Disability

Modern Theology (19th-21st centuries)

Church Doctrines

MODE OF STUDY
One year full-time
Two year part-time

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
An honours degree in 
Theology from a recognised 
university, at 2.1 level; or 
through the QUB Graduate
Diploma in Theology.

COURSE COMPOSITION  
Full-time independent study 
over 12 months or 24 months 
part-time.

FEES  
£4,300 (plus QUB  
enrolment fee of £400).*

*indicative fees, these are subject  
to confirmation, please see website 

For more information on all  
postgraduate courses see  
belfastbiblecollege.com

Postgraduate study is taught at the 
College, but is awarded by Queen’s 
University Belfast (QUB). 

University Validated courses at 
Belfast Bible College have been 
Quality Assured by QAA.
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MODE OF STUDY
Three years full-time
Six years part-time

COSTS
£4,000 (plus QUB enrolment 
fee of £400).*

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students are expected to have 
a 2.1 honours degree in 
Theology from a recognised 
university, as well as a Master’s 
degree in Theology with a 
dissertation element.

COURSE  COMPOSITION
The PhD is a research degree 
that consists of researching 
and presenting, under the 
guidance of a supervisor, a thesis 
of 80,000 words containing 
original and publishable work. 
It is examined after a minimum 
of three years full-time study 
or six years part-time study.

*indicative fees, these are subject  
to confirmation, please see website

Studying for a PhD at Belfast Bible College is the start of a 
journey to become a theological scholar; one who is at the 
cutting edge of research and an expert in their particular 
field of study. Completion of a PhD will allow you to pursue 
work in research or teaching at university level in the UK  
and across the world. 

Belfast Bible College offers skilled, knowledgeable and 
enthusiastic supervisors in a range of areas including biblical 
studies, systematic theology, practical theology, disability 
theology and cross-cultural mission.

The PhD is a highly-regarded research degree awarded by 
Queen’s University Belfast, a Russell Group institution. Students 
get the benefit of world-class university facilities at Queen’s 
while studying within the Bible College community.
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The Centre for Disability Theology and Ministry is an initiative 
aimed at enhancing connections, teaching, research and 
advocacy for the enrichment of Christian communities and  
wider society through the appropriate inclusion of people with 
intellectual disabilities. It provides a unique opportunity to share 
Christian learning and spirituality, theology and research, ideas 
and practices between churches, communities, families, 
academics, practitioners and professionals. In teaching, our aim
is to increase opportunities for theological learning at all levels.

enriching church & society training conferences

An opportunity for churches or groups to host a local conference 
(half-day or two evenings) designed to help pastors, leaders 
and families explore a fuller inclusion of people with intellectual 
disabilities and their families.

studying god together

An opportunity for adults with intellectual disabilities to take 
accessible theology courses at College – running for 6 weeks 
on Friday mornings (Autumn/Spring semesters)

graduate study

An opportunity to study (full / part-time) for a Masters (MTh) or 
Doctoral degree (PhD) in disability studies - theology & ministry.

Further details of these opportunities are found  on the College’s Website.

THE CENTRE FOR DISABILITY  
THEOLOGY & MINISTRY
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OUR COLLEGE COURSES ARE INTENDED
TO EQUIP YOU…

for faith

for church

for life

We offer a full range of opportunities to learn 
shaped by three values:

accessible – enjoyable and open to all.

flexible – a wide variety of subjects
challenging you towards growth.

relevant – biblically-based material and 
experienced teachers, leading to life application.

WOMEN’S STUDY FELLOWSHIP
monday mornings
september - may

A three-year course for women who want to 
learn, grow and serve God.

- Learn alongside women from varied church  
 backgrounds in a context of worship and  
 fellowship.

- Earn a Foundation Certificate for completion  
 of each year of study.

STUDYING GOD TOGETHER
friday mornings

Accessible theology and personal 
development for people with intellectual 
disabilities.

PASTORAL CARE
monday mornings
september - may

Biblical and theological foundations and practical 
skills for contemporary pastoral care.

- Ideal for those involved or considering caring  
 for others from a Christian perspective in any  
 context.

- Successful completion leads to an Advanced  
 Certificate in Pastoral Care.

EXTERNAL QUALIFICATIONS
tuesday evenings
starting september

A-Level in Religious Studies 
Introduction to TESOL
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BELFAST BIBLE COLLEGE CERTIFICATES

Certificates carrying the Belfast Bible College 
name have currency with many churches and 
Christian agencies.

All Belfast Bible College Certificates require a 
minimum attendance of 70% and completion 
of required assignments. For further details on
requirements, please contact us.

EVENING CLASSES
tuesday evenings
september - may

Foundations in a broad range of subjects 
accessible to everyone with no entry requirements.

- Take one module that interests you or come  
 for a whole year.

- Come alone, in a group or with a team from  
 your church or agency.

Choose not to complete assignments or decide 
to work towards Foundation Certificates in:

- Biblical Studies

- Church and Ministry Studies

- Mission Studies

- Theological Studies

DAYTIME STUDY
various times
september - may

Explore various subjects at a deeper level 
alongside our degree students.

- Ideal for continued training and professional  
 development of those in Christian service.

- Successful completion leads to an Advanced  
 Certificate.

APPLYING

To apply for any of these courses, please visit 
our website or contact us. With the exception 
of Evening Classes and External Qualifications, 
you will be required to provide references from 
church leaders. An interview is also part of the 
application process for some.

START DATE
Throughout the Year

COSTS
£35 - £700

For more information on each course and to apply or 
register please go to belfastbiblecollege.com/access-
learning-overview
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For everyone applying to study under-
graduate courses at the college there is a  
3 step application process.

1.  An online application form to complete 
 and submit. This is to ensure you fulfil the  
 necessary criteria for studying at the   
 College.

2.  References from your church leadership  
 to show that you are ready to undertake  
 theological study.

3.  An interview with 2 members of college  
 staff. For anyone in Northern Ireland, this  
 will be in person at the College. For those  
 further away, we conduct interviews over  
 Skype. This is a 30 minute interview to   
 make sure you understand what it means  
 to study at the College and you have a   
 grasp of our values and ethos.

This application process usually takes about 2 
weeks to complete, depending on the speed of 
the return of your references. If successful, the 
College will then be able to make you an offer.

It’s a great idea to come and visit the College, 
see the facilities, listen to some of the teaching 
and experience community life. If you are 
unsure if studying at the College is something
you want to do, then a visit helps you to make 
up your mind!

We welcome students from all around the 
world and a good proportion of our student 
community is from outside the UK.

Our courses are recognised internationally 
and most of our teaching staff hold Doctorates 
in Theological Studies from some of the best 
Universities in the world.

Belfast is a vibrant and historic city and there 
is plenty to explore outside the classroom. 
There are many strong evangelical churches 
which you can join and participate in and you 
can get involved in many Christian ministries.

Belfast is also a really affordable city to live 
in, the cost of student accommodation is low 
and food and transport bills are cheaper than 
in other UK cities.

Given the quality of the education you will 
receive at the College, our fees offer very good 
value and make studying at the College a very 
affordable option. 

We are able to sponsor UK Tier 4 Student 
visas and we assist with the application 
process.

INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS

OPEN DAYS

APPLYING FOR THE 
DEGREE, DIP HE, 
CERT HE & UCERT

The Open Days run regularly throughout the 
year and give you the opportunity to meet our 
staff and students, ask questions that help 
you to understand if studying at the College  
is the next step on your journey.

See our website for dates & times of Open Days.
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THEOLOGICAL STUDY
DEEPER FAITH
RELEVANT SKILLS

BELFAST BIBLE COLLEGE GLENBURN HOUSE

GLENBURN ROAD SOUTH, BELFAST 
COUNTY ANTRIM BT17 9JP

T  +44 (0) 28 9030 1551

E INFO@BELFASTBIBLECOLLEGE.COM

BELFASTBIBLECOLLEGE.COM

OCTOBER 2015

UNDERGRADUATE &  
POSTGRADUATE COURSES

COLLEGE COURSES 
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